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Missives To Mythlore
W ill ia m  L in d e n  8 3 -3 3  A u s t in  S t . ,  Kew G a rd e n s , N .Y . 11415
W hat a b o u t  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  th e  e n t s  and  th e  s e r o n i ?  
S i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  A u g ray  c a r r y in g  Ransom  t o  M e ld i lo r n  and 
F a n g o rn  c a r r y in g  th e  h o b b i t s  t o  E n tm o o t a r e  o b v io u s .  And in  
one o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  L ew is m e n t io n s  a  p la n n e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
w i th  T o lk i e n .  Does an y o n e  hav e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h a t ?
I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  comment a t  some l e n g t h  on "A Com par­
i s o n  o f  C o s m o lo g ic a l  G e o g ra p h y ."  I  q u e s t io n  y o u r  i s l a n d i n g  
o f  C a rb o n e k . F i r s t ,  C a rb o n e k , i s  a c a s t l e ,  n o t  a c o u n t r y ,  
an d  t h e r e  i s  no t r a d i t i o n a l  r e a s o n  to  make i t  an i s l a n d .
The o n ly  s u p p o r t  i s  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  B r o c e l i a n d e  a s  a 
" s e a - w o o d ."  T a l i e s s i n  r e a c h e s  B r o c e l i a n d e  o v e r l a n d .  I  p i c ­
t u r e  B r o c e l i a n d e  an d  th e  acco m p an y in g  e e r i e  r e g i o n s  a s  c o v ­
e r i n g  th e  w e s te r n  r e a c h e s  o f  B r i t a i n  -  th e  o ld  W a le s -C o rn -  
W a ll-S o m e rs e t  h e a r t l a n d .  ( in a sm u c h  a s  i t  h a s  an y  s p a t i a l  
l o c a t i o n . )  I  make S a r r a s  an i s l a n d  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  y o u r  
" C a rb o n e k ."  I t  j a r s  to  make th e  c i t y  o f  S a r r a s  a  w ho le  
c o n t i n e n t .  P 'o - L 'u  i s  n o t  in  th e  O r i e n t .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  o f  i t  a s  " a n t ip o d e a n "  w ould  p l a c e  i t  in  th e  S o u th e rn  
H e m is p h e re . P re su m a b ly  i t  i s  th e  a n t ip o d e s  o f  S a r r a s ;  I 
im a g in e  t h i s  w ould  som ew here n e a r  th e  r e a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  
New Z e a la n d .
On th e  T h ird  A ge: I  p i c t u r e  th e  f l a t  w o r ld  w i th
V a l im a r  a t  one end and A m erica  a t  th e  o t h e r .  The A t l a n ­
t i c  s h o u ld  be th e  t r u e  ed g e  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  P a c i f i c ;
A m erica  i s  j o in e d  to  A s ia  by  th e  I s l a n d s .  T h is  e l i m i n a t e s  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A m erica  w i th  V a l i n o r ,  w h ich  i s  t o  me u n ­
t h i n k a b l e  in  v iew  o f  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  T hen , a t  th e  e n d ­
in g  o f  th e  F o u r th  Age ( I  do n o t  a g r e e  w i th  t h e  v ie w  t h a t  
we a r e  s t i l l  in  i t ;  f u r t h e r  e p o c h a l  e v e n t s  m u st h av e  d e s ­
t r o y e d  th e  E d a in  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and rem oved  th e  U ndying  
L a n d s ) ,  a  w a rp in g  of  sp a c e  b r i n g s  th e  p r e s e n t  s p h e r o id  s h a p e , 
t h e  A t l a n t i c  j o i n s  to  A m e r ic a , and  th e  U ndy ing  L ands 
v a n i s h .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n t i p o d e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i m p l i e s  a 
s p h e r i c a l  w o r ld  f o r  th e  T a l i e s s i n  c y c l e .
( (W h e th e r  C a rb o n ek  i s  a c a s t l e ,  i s l a n d  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  i s  
n o t  th e  e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t ;  r a t h e r  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  s t a t e  o f 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  C a rb o n ek  i s  a c a s t l e  in  M a lo ry . My u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  o f  W ill ia m s  l e a d s  me to  t h i n k  P 'o -  L 'u  i s  l o c a t e d  
in  I n d o n e s i a .  I  a g r e e  w i th  th e  th e o r y  t h a t  th e  f l a t  w o rld  
o f  M id d le  E a r th  h a s  b e e n  w arp ed  i n t o  a p r e s e n t  s p h e r e . ) )
L o u is  M a rv ic k , 10499 W ilk in s  A v e . Los A n g e le s ,  C a l .  9 0 0 2 4 .
I  am s t r o n g l y  o p p o se d  to  a l l  v i s u a l  d e p i c t i o n  o f  th e  
p e o p le  o r  s c e n e s  in  th e  w orks o f  an y  s e r i o u s  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r ,  
f a n t a s y  o r  o th e r w i s e .  When an  a u th o r  d e s i g n a t e s  c e r t a i n  
p h y s i c a l  t r a i t s  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  
d e t a i l  o r  e x t e n t ,  he  a l lo w s  f o r  some f r e e - p l a y  in  t h e  m ind 
o f  th e  r e a d e r .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  s k e tc h y  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t o  be 
one o f  th e  u n iq u e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and nj> a r t i s t  
s h o u ld  have  th e  r i g h t  to  p u b l i s h  h i s  o r  h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  th o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  a l i t e r a r y  j o u r n a l ,  no m a t t e r  w h at 
i t  i s  c a l l e d .  I  am r e l u c t a n t  to  s i n g l e  o u t  th e  w ork  o f  
a n y  one su c h  " c o n t r i b u t o r "  to  M y th lo re  a s  i n o r d i n a t e l y  
s e I f - i m p o s i n g , b u t  th e  g r o s s ly  s t y l i z e d  e f f o r t s  o f  G eorge 
B a r r  seem  to  me e s p e c i a l l y  l u d i c r o u s .
( (As e d i t o r ,  I  s e ld o m , i f  e v e r ,  t o t a l l y  a g r e e  w i th  th e  a r t  
w o rk  p u b l i s h e d  in  M y th lo r e , b u t  I  g l a d l y  p u b l i s h  i t  b e c a u s e  
e v e n  th o u g h  I  hav e  my im a g e s  from  th e  b o o k s  m ore o r  l e s s  
c l e a r  in  my m in d , I  e n jo y ,  an d  I  t h i n k  th e  r e a d e r s  w i l l  e n ­
j o y ,  s e e in g  how th e  b o o k s  h av e  c r e a t e d  im ag es in  th e  m inds 
o f  th e  a r t i s t s .
D id  you  r e a d  G eorge  B a r r 's  two p ag e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  h i s  
i l l u s t r a t i o n ?  He c o n c lu d e d  by  s a y in g :  " I  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  a n y ­
one a t  a l l  to  agT ee w i th  my d e p i c t i o n  o f  G o l l u m . . . .  I can  
d raw  him  a s  I  w a n t h im ; you can  p i c t u r e  him  ho w ev er you 
p l e a s e .  And n e i t h e r  o f  u s  c a n  p ro v e  th e  o th e r  w ro n g ."  ) )
M o lly  T itc o m b , R t .  1 ,  Box B -1 4 0 , N evada C i t y ,  C a l i f .  9 5 9 5 9 .
I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  T o l k i e n 's  U ndying  L an d s a r e  m e ta p h o rs  o f  
h e a v e n .  T hey hav e  c l o s e r  p a r a l l e l s  in  su c h  t r a d i t i o n s  a s  
t h e  E ly s i a n  F i e l d s ,  a l t h o u g h  T o lk ie n  h im s e l f  w ould  p r o b a b ly  
i n s i s t  t h a t  th e y  a r e  w h a t he s a y s  an d  n o t  m e ta p h o rs  a t  a l l .  
T h is  i s  n o t  to  sa y  t h a t  God and  H eaven a r e  n o t  h i p t e d  a t  -  
rem em b er M a n 's  Doom and  a l s o  M a n 's  G i f t ?  A s l a n 's  c o u n t r y  i s  
c l e a r l y  H eaven w i th  a c a p i t a l  H. B u t ev en  i f  you d o n ' t  mean 
t h a t ,  s i n c e  I  n o t i c e  y o u r  a r t i c l e  w r i t e s  i t  w i th  a  s m a ll  h , 
t h e  u n d y in g  la n d  w ou ld  s t i l l  be q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  -  th e y  seem 
t o  hav e  room  f o r  im p e r f e c t i o n s  ( G a l a d r i e l  was b a n i s h e d )  and 
y o u  h av e  t o  be a l i v e  to  go t h e r e ,  w h e re a s  you  c a n ' t  s t a y  in  
A s l a n 's  c o u n t r y  w h i le  y o u 'r e  a l i v e  -  a l th o u g h  L ew is d o e s  
make th e  p a s s a g e  in  N a rn ia  n o t  so o b v io u s ly  d e a th  ( a s  w i th  
R e e p ic h e e p ,  i s n ' t  i t ,  who ro w s o f f  a t  th e  end o f  Dawn 
T r e a d e r ? ) ,  so  i t  d o e s  seem  l i k e  th e  v o y ag e  t o  th e  U ndying  
L an d s in  a t  l e a s t  one b o o k . I  a g r e e  t h a t  y o u 'v e  fo u n d  some 
i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a l l e l s  and  s t r o n g  o n e s .
T h e re  i s  a boo k  by a p s y c h o l o g i s t  named M aslow , Toward 
a P sy c h o lo g y  o f  B e in g  f o r  an y  w h o 'd  be  i n t e r e s t e d  in  e x p l o r ­
in g  f u r t h e r  y o u r  id e a s  in  th e  e d i t o r i a l  t i t l e d  "The A f f i r ­
m a t io n  o f  J o y . "  I f  M a s lo w 's  r i g h t ,  G le n , you  a r e  r e a l l y  on 
t o  so m e th in g  w h ich  can  be c o n f irm e d  by  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o lo g y  
a s  w e l l  a s  j u s t  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  s p e c u l a t i o n s .  Ap­
p a r e n t l y  human n a t u r e  may be p ro v e n  t o  be b a s i c a l l y  good!
( ( D e s p i t e  y o u r  k in d  l e t t e r ,  I  s t i l l  do b e l i e v e  th e  U ndying  
L ands i s  a m e ta p h o r  o f  h e a v e n ,  b u t  i t  i s  a m e ta p h o r  se e n  
th r o u g h  th e  l e n s  o f  C e l t i c  m e ta p h y s ic s .  In  my n e x t  a r t i c l e  
c o m p a rin g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  th e  t h r e e  a u th o r  w o rk s , I  p la n  to  
m e n tio n  a h i t h e r  t o  u n s t a t e d  p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  th e  U ndying  
L ands and A s l a n 's  C o u n try . ) )
21
J o e  P e a r so n  J r . ,  13727 O xnard  S t . ,  Van N uys, C a l .  9 1401 .
C o n g r a tu l a t i o n s  a r e  in  o r d e r  f o r  th e  t r u l y  o u t s t a n d in g  
jo b  t h a t  you hav e  done on M y th lo r e . When I  t h i n k  o f  w hat 
t h e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e t y ,  and th e  s e v e r a l  lo n g  phone c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n s  I  hav e  p u t  you th r o u g h ,  have  m ean t to  m e, th e y  c o n ­
j u r e  f o r t h  e m o tio n s  t h a t  o n ly  L ew is can  f u l l y  e x p r e s s .  I 
am p ro u d  to  s h a re  in  ev en  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  y o u r  dream  and 
v i s i o n .
The t h i r d  i s s u e  o f  M y th lo re  w as th e  b e s t  y e t ,  a l th o u g h  
th e  o t h e r  two f a r  s u r p a s s e d  my w i l d e s t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  The 
a r t  t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p e a le d  to  me in  th e  t h i r d  i s s u e  w ere 
th e  f r o n t  and  b a c o v e r .  G eorge B a r r 's  p i c t u r e  o f  G ollum  was 
th e  c l o s e s t  an y  i l l u s t r a t i o n  h a s  come to  my p e r s o n a l  p i c ­
t u r e  o f  h im . Tim K i r k 's  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  A s la n  a t  th e  h an d s  
o f  h i s  e n e m ie s  was th e  p e r f e c t  p i c t u r e  o f  e v i l .  H is  f i g u r e s  
r e a l l y  lo o k e d  g l e e f u l  a t  b e in g  a b le  to  to rm e n t  t h e i r  a r c h ­
enem y. A11 o f  th e  i n s i d e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w ere  g o o d . B e rn ie  
Z u b er show ed a r e m a rk a b le  s e n s e  o f hum or in  h i s  m y r ia d  m as­
t e r p i e c e s .  B onn ie  B e rg s tro m  w as up to  h e r  u s u a l  e x c e l l e n t  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  a r t .
A c o m p a riso n  o f  C o s m o lo g ic a l  G eo graphy  was w e l l  th o u g h t 
o u t  and p r e s e n te d  n i c e l y .  I  w ould  e n jo y  s e e in g  y o u  do a n ­
o th e r  a r t i c l e  on th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  th e  f a l l  and 
b r e a k u p  o f  th e  Roman E m pire and  th e  f a l l  and  b re a k u p  o f  
N um enor. The E d i t o r i a l  was good in  t h a t  you had  so m e th in g  
t o  s a y ,  u n l i k e  many o th e r  f a n z in e  e d i t o r i a l s .
"A L o s t  Page From The Red Book o f  W estm arch" was much 
to o  f lo w e ry  and  h e a v y . T o lk ie n  to  me a t  l e a s t  w ro te  w ith  a 
much l i g h t e r  s t y l e .  "The P u n ish m e n t o f  S a u ro n "  w as f a i r ,  
b u t  I  p e r s o n a l l y  p r e f e r  s h o r t  f i c t i o n  su c h  a s  "The S im p le  
P r i n c e "  fro m  th e  s e c o n d  i s s u e .
One o f my f a v o r i t e  s e c t i o n s  o f  M y th lo re  i s  B e r n i e 's  
tw o in f o rm a l  c o lu m n s . T h e y 'r e  s o r t  o f  a c o m b in a tio n  b o o k , 
a r t i s t ,  f a n z i n e ,  and p r o z in e  r e v ie w  co lu m n , to p p e d  o f f  w ith  
g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t io n  on w h a t 's  g o in g  on in  Fandom to d a y .
U n lik e  many T o lk ie n  f a n s  I  d id  n o t  t h in k  t h a t  i t  was 
so  d i s a s t r o u s  when you  an n o u n c e d  t h a t  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  
was to  be  made i n t o  a m o v ie . P e r s o n a l l y  I  f e e l  t h a t  a  good 
m ov ie  can  be a  g r e a t  way to  i n t r o d u c e  T o lk ie n  to  th e  m a s s e s . 
On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , a bad  m ovie can  do j u s t  a s  much h arm . I 
f e e l  t h a t  i f  U n i te d  A r t i s t s  t a k e s  th e  a d v ic e  and o f f e r e d  a id  
fro m  th e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e ty  and  th e  T o lk ie n  S o c i e t y ,  and 
m ake i t  a s  b ig  a p r o d u c t io n  a s  th e y  d id  H aw aii th e y  c o u ld  
m ake The L ord  o f  The R in g s  i n t o  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  p r o d u c t i o n .  I 
w o u ld  p r e f e r  to  se e  them  do an  a n im a te d  v e r s i o n  o v e r  a r e a l  
l i f e  v e r s i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  g iv e s  them  a w id e r  and m ore im a g in a ­
t i v e  f i e l d  to  w ork w i th .
I t  was in  t h i s  fram e o f  m ind t h a t  I  s a t  th ro u g h  an a n i ­
m a ted  m ovie on t e l e v i s i o n  t i t l e d  "A lakazam  th e  G r e a t . ?
A s id e  from  th e  p l o t  w h ich  was r i d i c u l o u s  th e  m ovie was v e ry  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  l a r g e l y  due to  e x c e l l e n t  a n im a t io n .  In  th e  
g r a n d  f i n a l l y  a  w hole  k ingdom  o f  d a r k n e s s  i s  d e s tro y e d . ,  
l a r g e l y  due to  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  a m a g n i f ic e n t  v o lc a n o e  w h ich  
r e s e m b le s  M t. Doom. The a n im a t io n  was done in  J a p a n  w ith  
p a i n s t a k i n g  c a r e .  I t  was r e l e a s e d  h e r e  by A m erican  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l .  W ith  good a n im a t io n  l i k e  t h a t  done by  J a p a n e s e ,  
an d  a much h ig h e r  b u d g e t U n ite d  A r t i s t s  c o u ld  do p o s s i b l e  
j u s t i c e  to  The L o rd  o f  The R in g s .
H a r ry  W a rn e r , J r . ,  423 Summit a v e . ,  H a g e rs to w n , Md. 2 1 7 4 0 .
The e d i t o r i a l  on c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sn o b b e ry  made a l o t  o f  
s e n s e .  B u t I  re m a in  u n c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  " g e n e r a t io n  g ap "  i s  
p e r c e p t i b l y  w o rse  to d a y ,  e i t h e r  an an  a b s t r a c t  s i t u a t i o n  o r  
f o r  th e  e f f e c t s  on how p e o p le  b e h a v e , th a n  i t  was a q u a r t e r -  
c e n t u r y  o r  a h a l f - c e n t u r y  o r  a c e n tu r y  a g o .  I t ' s  j u s t  one o f  
t h o s e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  in  th e  p u b l i c  eye  b e c a u s e  a l l  th e  new s­
p a p e r s  and  m a g a z in e s  and  b r o a d c a s t e r s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  th e  s u b j e c t .  I  d o n ' t  know w h a t p o s s e s s e s  a l l  th e  m ed ia  
t o  come to  an u n sp o k e n  a g re e m e n t to  p la y  up  one s u b j e c t  o r 
a n o th e r  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  to  d i s c a r d  i t  f o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  i t  h a p ­
p e n s .  In  th e  f i r s t  y e a r s  a f t e r  W orld  War Two, i t  w as th e  
t h r e a t  o f  a to m ic  w ar t h a t  was ham m ered home e n d l e s s l y  and  to d a y  
y o u  h e a r  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h a t  t h r e a t  ev en  th o u g h  i t ' s  o b ­
v i o u s l y  much g r e a t e r  to d a y  w i th  m ore n a t i o n s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  
a to m ic  w eapons and  a l l  n a t i o n s  ow ning f r e s h ,  u n d e c im a te d  g e n ­
e r a t i o n s  o f  men o f  f i g h t i n g  ag e  who h a v e n ' t  b e e n  s e l e c t i v e l y  
t h in n e d  o u t  by a g lo b a l  c o n f l i c t .  H ighw ay d a n g e r s  a r e  o u t 
to d a y  w i th  th e  m e d ia ; d ru g s  a r e  i n .  The l i q u o r  p ro b le m  i s  o u t ;  
r a c i s m  i s  i n .  C h an g in g  f a d s  in  w om en 's c l o t h i n g  a r e  o u t ;  
c h a n g in g  t a s t e  in  young  p e o p l e 's  m u sic  i s  i n .  Why d id  a l l  th e  
n e w s c a s t e r s  and  r e p o r t e r s  s u d d e n ly  s t a r t  r u n n in g  a ro u n d  h u n t ­
in g  up p e o p le  who w ere  w i l l i n g  to  c o m p la in  o v e r  th e  e x p e n se  o f 
t h e  sp a c e  p ro g ra m , d u r in g  th e  A p o llo  11 f l i g h t ,  a f t e r  a l l  
t h o s e  p r e v io u s  sp a c e  s h o t s  had  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  w ith  l i t t l e  e f ­
f o r t  to  p la y  up c r i t i c i s m ?  The L ew is q u o te  w h ich  y o u  u s e  to  
i n t r o d u c e  th e  e d i t o r i a l  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  t r u e ,  b u t  i t ' s  t r u e  o f  
a n y  t im e ,  n o t  j u s t  to d a y .
( (  I t  seem s t o  me t h i s  k in d  o f  sn o b b e ry  i s  one o f  t h e  c o n g e n ­
i t a l  i m m a tu r i t i e s  o f  o u r s p e c i e s ,  w h ich  n e v e r - t h e - l e s s  we 
s h o u ld  s e e k  t o  o u tg ro w , and  be w ary  o f  i t s  a p p e a r e n c e s .  - e d . ) )
One o f  th e  few  ways in  w h ich  I  c o n s id e r  m y s e lf  s u p e r i o r  to  
m o s t  h u m a n ity  in v o lv e s  t h i s  m a t t e r  o f  f i lm e d  v e r s i o n s  o f  n o v e l s .  
I 'm  b l e s s e d  w i th  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  e n jo y  th e  p r i n t e d  and  th e  p i c ­
t o r i a l  fo rm  o f th e  same c r e a t i o n  t o  w h a te v e r  d e g re e  th e  q u a l i t y  
o f  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  v e r s i o n s  p e r m i t s ,  w i th o u t  th e  a w fu l s id e  e f ­
f e c t s  t h a t  so  many p e o p le  e x p e r ie n c e  -  c h r o n i c a l l y  n a g g in g  
th o u g h t s  a l l  d u r in g  th e  m ovie o v e r  how th e  s c r e e n  v e r s i o n  
s h o u ld  be d o in g  t h i s  in  su c h  a  way i n s t e a d  o f  t h a t  w ay, w h e th e r  
t h e y ' l l  be a b le  t o  e n jo y  th e  book  a s  o f  o ld  now t h a t  t h e y 'v e  
s e e n  th e  m o v ie , a  s e n se  t h a t  o n e 's  p r i v a t e  w o rld  o f  th e  im a g in ­
a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  v i o l a t e d  by  t h i s  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t o r i a l  
fo rm  t h a t  th e  s t o r y  to o k  in  H o lly w o o d . So I  d o n ' t  h av e  th e  
same w o r r i e s  a b o u t  a m ovie v e r s i o n  o f  LOTR a s  m o st T o lk ie n  f a n s  
w i l l  s u f f e r .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  my p r i n t - o r i e n t e d  m ind i s  r e s p o n -  
i b l e  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f a f f a i r s .  I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  se e  i n  im a g in ­
a t i o n  th e  e v e n t s  t h a t  I 'm  r e a d in g  a b o u t .  I  com prehend  them  in  
an a b s t r a c t  s e n s e  b u t  I  r a r e l y  g a in  m e n ta l  c o n c e p ts  o f  w h a t 
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  lo o k  l i k e ,  s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  in  th e  s e t s  
w h e re  th e  a c t i o n  g o es  o n , and  so o n . So when I  se e  a m ovie 
b a s e d  on so m e th in g  I 'v e  r e a d ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o r  n o th in g  to  
c l a s h  b e tw e e n  t h i s  f i lm  and  th e  m e n ta l  n o t i o n s ,  and when I 
t u r n  b a c k  to  th e  book  a g a in  a f t e r  th e  f i l m ,  th e  bo o k  re m in d s  
me o f th e  m ovie o n ly  i n  th e  s p o t s  w here  th e  two a r e  i d e n t i c a l  
i n  a tm o s p h e re ,  d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n s  and b i t s  o f  a c t i o n .
( (  T h a t 's  a l r i g h t  f o r  y o u , b u t  w h at a b o u t  th o s e  o f  u s  f o r  whom 
th e  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i v e  im a g e ry  o f  T o lk ie n  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  c o r ­
r e s p o n d in g ly  v i v i d  m e n ta l  p i c t u r e s  in  o u r  m in d ? ) )
The a r t  w ork  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  jo y s  and  b e a u t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t .
The b a c k  c o v e r  o f  M y th lo re  4 im p re s s e d  me m o st o f  a l l .  T h e re  
i s  so m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  e y e s  and  l i p s  t h a t  le n d s  tre m e n d o u s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  th e  way th e  l e f t  han d  o f  T h ra in  i s  a b o u t  to  
d ra w  th e  w eapon and  u s e  i t  f o r  some d re a d e d  b u t  i n e v i t a b l e  
p u r p o s e .  As u s u a l ,  my m ain  c r i t i c i s m  on f a n z in e s  w i th  a r t  a s  
f i n e  a s  t h a t  o f  M y th lo re  i s  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  th e  s i z e  o f  many 
s k e t c h e s .  I t  seem s c r im in a l  to  ru n  so m e th in g  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  
E r r a n t r y  on pag e  30 in  su c h  a p o s ta g e  s ta m p  d im e n s io n .
( ( N o t e :  M r. W arner won th e  1969 Hugo f o r  b e s t  f a n  w r i t e r . ) )
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